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John Whittier, father of the poet, was born
November 22, 1760, and died June 11, 1830.
He was forty-four years old when he married Abi-
gail Hussey, October 3, 1804, and she was twenty-
one years his junior. Abigail was a daughter of
Samuel Hussey, of Somersworth (now Rollins-
ford), N. H., and Mercy Evans, of Berwick, Me.
She was born in 1781, and died December 27,
1857. John and Abigail had four children : Mary,
John Greenleaf, Matthew Franklin, and Elizabeth
Hussey.

Those who are curious in vital statistics may
find something of interest in the following sum-
mary : Thomas Whittier was forty-nine years old
when his son Joseph was born, and he lived to be
seventy-six years of age. Joseph was forty-seven
years old when his son, the second Joseph, was
born, and he died at the age of seventy. The sec-
ond Joseph was forty-five years old when John
was born, and he lived to be eighty. John was in
his forty-eighth year when John Greenleaf, the
poet, was born, and he lived to be nearly seventy.
These five lives extended over the unusual period
of two hundred and seventy-two years. Although
each Whittier in this list lived to good old age,
they each passed away without seeing their grand-
sons. The poet's grandfather, who lived to be
eighty, died eleven years before the birth of his
grandson. His father died in good old age, when
he was a young man of twenty-two. These were
all accounted stalwart men, while he who seemed
to have the frailest physique lived to be five years
older than either of his Whittier ancestors. The